Great Lakes Compact Update

Activity on the Great Lakes Compact has been at a high level for the first two months of 2008. Indiana’s Governor Daniels signed the Compact into law on February 21st; in New York the Compact was passed by both the Senate and Assembly and is being sent to Governor Spitzer for his signature. Half of the eight Great Lakes states (Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, and New York) have now adopted the Compact, and legislation is pending in the remaining four (Michigan, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Wisconsin).  Wisconsin’s Senate passed Compact legislation on March 6th.
Illinois Adoption: On August 17, 2007, Governor Rod Blagojevich signed legislation ratifying the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact (“the Compact”). Representative Harry Osterman and Senator John Cullerton sponsored Compact legislation in their respective houses/chambers. 

The Need for Compact Protection: A crisis point for Great Lakes Basin water resources is not impending; it is here.  It is an interconnected crisis of water supply and water quality.  In the Great Lakes Basin, maintaining sustainable water levels is essential to ensure the continued existence of critical water dependent habitats, stability of Great Lakes economies, clean drinking water, and the integrity of the Great Lakes Basin ecosystem. 
  
The Compact is an agreement made among the eight Great Lakes Governors for managing the water resources of the Great Lakes.  The primary objectives of the Compact are to protect, conserve, improve and restore Great Lakes water resources as well as water dependent resources.  The Compact identifies the Great Lakes Basin as a single hydrological unit and recognizes that Great Lakes waters support a variety of uses from recreation to commercial fishing to supporting wildlife.  

Unlike other agreements and laws related to protecting Great Lakes water resources, the Compact provides comprehensive, legally enforceable standards for approving project proposals for new large scale water withdrawals of Great Lakes Basin waters.  These standards are designed to maintain healthy, sustainable levels of water, as well as the integrity of the Basin’s varied ecosystems.  

To ensure improved protections for Great Lakes water resources, the Compact requires each Great Lakes State to

· inventory state water resources and sources of existing water withdrawals, and to share this information through a common database 

· adopt an ecosystem-based, adaptive management approach using periodic cumulative assessments of water withdrawal and diversion impacts on Basin water resources 

· provide enforcement measures via administrative or legal proceedings 

The Compact is an interstate compact (or contract); for it to become a legally enforceable document, each Great Lake State must first ratify the Compact, and then the U.S. Congress must approve it.
New! National Wildlife Federation Report: On November 27, 2007, the National Wildlife Federation released a report entitled “Climate Change and Great Lakes Water Resources.” The report includes a short overview of the current science on global climate change, which estimates that average global temperatures will increase approximately 3 to 7 degrees in the next century. The report states that a warming climate will likely reduce the Great Lakes water supply while increasing water demand within the region. Great Lakes water resources will also become more vulnerable to outside interest from hotter, drier regions needing additional water. NWF’s report concludes by discussing how the Great Lakes Compact offers the greatest legal protection for addressing long-term protection and conservation of Great Lakes Basin water resources.

You can view NWF’s report at http://www.nwf.org/news. To read a press release on the report click here
Additional Resources

· Fact Sheets on the Great Lakes Compact (downloadable)


Frequently Asked Questions


Legal Summary and Overview


The Legislative Process


Sharing Benefits, Sharing Responsibilities
· Contact information for your elected officials can be found at:

http://www.elections.state.il.us 
· The text of the Compact can be read and downloaded at:

http://www.cglg.org/projects/water/docs/12-13-05/Great_Lakes-St_Lawrence_River_Basin_Water_Resources_Compact.pdf.

· Current status of the Compact in all Great Lakes States is online at:

http://www.cglg.org/projects/water/CompactImplementation.asp 

